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Thanklgiving  Sermon. 


P  S  A  L.  xxii.  v.  23,  24. 

Te  that  fear  the  Lord,  praife  him  :  All  ye  the  Seed 
of  Jacob,  glorify  him  \  and  fear  him,  all  ye  the 
Seed  of  Ifrael.    For  he  hath  not  defpifednor  held  in 

■  Scorn  the  Affliaion  of  the  Affliaed :  Neither  hath 
he  hid  his  Face  from  him  ;  but  when  he  cried  unto, 
him,  he  heard. 

LET  us  this  Day,  my  Beloved,  folemnly  imprefs 
on  our  Hearts  thefe  Words  of  the  Royai  Pro- 
phet ;  for  we  are  the  Affliaed,  whofe  Affliaion 
•  the  Lord  hath  not  defpifed,  nor  held  in  Scorn. 
Join  with  me  in  a  Retrofpea  on  thofe  calamitous  Times, 
when  our  Sufferings  were  without  any  apparent  IfTue  ; 
when  theMiferies  of  War,with  a  ftrong  and  outftrctched 
Arm,  were  haftening  to  furround  us  on  all  Sides  ;  when 
the  exulting  Enemy  boafted,  That  the  Lord  was  no  lon- 
ger our  Helper.  Selah.  Refiea  what  Earthly  Power 
was  able  to  difperfe  the  Storm<  which  impended  over  our 
Heads  ;  or  what  human  Undemanding  could  have  fore* 
feen  the  Plan,  by  which  our  Deliverance  was  to  be 
wrought  ?  Our  Ruin  feemed  inevitable.  The  ravenous 
Rations  of  the  Earth  had  already  made  Spoil  of  us,  in 

their 
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their  proud  Imaginations.  But  he  who  fitteth  in  Hea- 
ven derides  them ;  the  Lord  laugheth  them  to  Scorn.  He 
has  tried  us.  He  has  caufed  us  to  feel  the  Rod  of  his 
Chaftifements,  that  we  fhould  humble  ourfelves  before 
him  j  that,  with  contrite  Hearts,we  fhould  pour  out  our 
Supplications  to  him,  This  the  Lord  hath  done,  that  he 
might  be  feared. 

He  has  not  hid  his  Face  from  us.  The  diftinguilh- 
ing  Favour  of  the  Moft  High  to  our  Soyereign,in  being 
a  Sun  and  a  Shield  to  him  ;  in  protecting  him  under  his 
Wings  ;  is,to  all  loyal  Subjec"ts,a  gladfome  Ray  of  Hope, 
under  the  moft  gloomy  Circumftances.  Truly,  thought 
We,  Qur  Redeemer  liveth  ;  now  the  Lord  hath  not  firfa- 
ken  us.  The  Goodnefs  of  our  Creator  had  been  our 
Refuge.  We  appointed  a  Day  of  Publick  Prayer  and 
Humiliation.  Who,  my  Brethren,  can,  without  a  fym- 
rathifing  Sadnefs,call  to  mind  thatSoLEMis'DAY  ;  when, 
with  one  Heart  and  Voice,  ye  all  proftrated  yourfelves 
in  this  Temple,  before  the  Lord  ;  when,  the  Tears  flow- 
ing from  every  Eye,  (poke  the  Tumult  of  yourHearts  ; 
and  the  Fervour  of  the  Petitions  then  offered  up  for  the 
Erefervation  of  our  fole  Hope,  the  Welfare  of  our  Sove- 
reign, and  for  the  Succefs  of  his  righteous  Arms  ?  The 
Lord  hath  not  defpifed,  nor  held  our  Affllclion  in  Scorn  ; 
ttnd  when  we  cry  unto  him,  he  hears  us. 

Behold,  he  infpired  our  gracious  Monarch,  with  a 
Wifdom,  which  the  Prudent  of  theEarth  ftand  amazed  at. 
He  confirmed  the  known  Valour  of  his  Men  of  War. 
He  bore  them  on  Eagles  Wings,  wherever  their  Leader 
pointed.  He  guides  his  chofen  Nation  with  his  Good* 
nefs  !  He  fent  his  Terrors  before  him  ;  he  fcatter'd  the 
Enemy,  and  overthrew  the  Schemes  they  moft  confided 
in.  Who  can  withftand  the  Omnipotent  r*  Who,  among 
the  Mighty,  is  like  unto  thee  !  Who,  like  thee,  is 
/lengthened  with  Holinefs  / 
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Now  prdife  theLord,  ye  that  fear  him.  Let  the  Ar- 
dour which  animated  yourPrayers  in  the  Day  of  Diftrefs, 
now  exprefs  it/elf  in  yourThankfgivings.    As  thisTem- 
ple  has  been  wet  with  Tears  of  Grief  andOppreflion,let 
it  now  fee  Tears  of  Joy  andGratitude.  We  have  openly 
cried  unto  the  Lord  ;  openly,  in  the  Eyes  of  the  whole 
aftonillied  World,  hath  he  heard  us  :  Let  our  Thanks- 
givings alfo  be  open.    I  will  declare  thy  Name  unto  my 
Brethren,  fays  the  anointed  of  God  ;  twill  praife  thee 
in  the  Congregation.  '  When  a  poor  Mortal  does  us  any 
Kindnefs  ;   when  a  Prince  condefcends  to  allure  us  of 
his  Favour  ;  when  a  Patron  procures  us  any  Benefit ; 
or,  when  a  common  Friend  fteps  in  to  our  Relief  in  the 
Time  of  Trouble  ;  we  delay  not  to  return  our  Thanks. 
No  Words  can  exprefs  our  Acknowledgment.    We  in- 
treat  them  to  be  perfuaded  that  their  Kindnefs  is  not 
thrown  away  on  an  ungratefulPerfon.    With  what  eager 
Joy  do  we  run  from  Friend  to  Friend  ?  Wilh  me  Joy  ! 
embrace  me,  my  Friend  !  the  King  intends  me  fome 
Good.    Such  a  great  Man  has  done  me  a  confiderable 
Favour  :  Or,  fuch  a  worthy  Perfon  has  Hood  my  Friend 
in  fuch  an  Exigency  !   Are  we  fuch  towards  weak  mor- 
tal Benefa&ors  ?  with  whatSentiments  Ihould  our  Hearts 
glow,  when  the  Supreme  Benefactor,  to  deliver  us  from 
the  Rage  of  Deftru&ion,  works  Miracles  in  the  Face  of 
the  whole  World  !  Oh  !  that  we  could  fo  raife  our  Voi- 
ces, that  as  all  Europe  has  feen  or  heard  of  the  mighty 
Wonder,it  might  now  alfo  have  fome  Idea  of  theTran£ 
port,  fome  Elevation  of  Soul,  with  which  we  celebrate 
the  Lord's  Goodnefs  1  Be  it  known  to  all  the  Ends  ©f 
the  Earth,  that  the  Lord  does  not  forfake  fuch  as  put 
their  Truft  in  him  :  That  they  may  turn  unto  the  Lord, 
and  that  all  the  Kindreds,  of  the  Earth  may  worfhip  - 
before  him.    PfaL  xxii,  27. 

The 
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The  Thankfgiving  acceptable  to  God,  is  to  promote, 
among  our  Brethren,  the  Knowledge  of  his  Greatnefs, 
and  a  Zeal  for  his  Service.  To  rouze,  by  ourExample, 
the  Torpid,  and  to  call  on  the  Deprefled  ;  Come,  let  us 
rejoice  in  the  Lord  !  Know  that  the  Lord  is  God  ;  it 
is  he  that  hath  made  us.  His  Goodnefs  is  everlajling, 
and  his  Truth  endureth  from  Generation  toGeneration. 

"We  have  already,  on  another  Occafion,  put  you  in 
Mind,  dearly  beloved  Brethren,  of  the  Houfe  of  Jacob, 
that  rejoicing  on  any  extraordinary  Favour  of  God,  does 
not  confift  in  fumptuous  Entertainments  and  Reyels,  in 
wild  Acclamations,  and  much  lefs  in  Gratifications  which 
difgrace  human  Nature ;  no,  the  Joy  which  becomes 
the  Man  of  Holinefs,  and  which  alone  will  be  approved 
of  by  God,  muft  be  a  fpiritual  Joy,  penetrating  into  our 
inmoft  Heart,  and  prompting  us  to  Ihew  forth  his  Praife, 
to  meditate  on  his  loving  Kindnefs,  and  to  offer  to  him 
the  Sacrifice  of  good  Works,  and  Vows  of  Benevolence, 

We  rejoice,  that  our  Remonftrance  has  not  been  with- 
out its  proper  Fruit.  Ye  have  made  Vows,  for  the  Re- 
lief of  the  Poor  ;  and  particularly,  of  the  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  tliofe  brave  Soldiers,  who  have  laid  down 
their  Lives  for  their  Country  and  the  juft  Caufe  of  their 
Prince  :  And  thefe  Vows,  you  may  be  alTur'd,  are  of 
much  fweeter  Savour  to  God,  than  Thoulands  of  Rejoi- 
cings, as  they  are  called ;  but  as  the  Fondnefs  for  extra- 
vagant Feftivity  is  deep  rooted  in  the  human  Heart,  and 
to  overcome  thefe  Allurements  is  a  fevere  and  arduous 
Work  ;  on  this  joyful  Opportunity,  we  fliall  briefly  re- 
mind you  of  thofe  Reafons,  which  then  convinced  us  of 
the  above-mention'd  Truth. 

The  facred  Prophets  frequently  inculcate  to  us,  that 
God  rejoices  not  in  the  Death  of  theJVicked.    To  fpe- 
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cify  the  feveral  PafTag.es  would  be  fuperfluous.  There 
is  none  of  you  who  can  be  unacquainted  with  them. 

Our  Rabbies,  and  Doctors  of  the  Oral  Law,  go  fur* 
ther.    They  tell  us,  that  on  theOverthrow  of  Pharaoh, 
and  his  Hoft  in  the  Red- Sea,  through  which  the  Chil- 
dren  of  Ifrael  had  patted  dry-lhod,  the  Lord  fpoke  un- 
to them,  faying  ;  The  Works  of  mineHands  fink  in  the 
Seas,  and  ye  are  finging  before  me  !  Confider,  my  be- 
loved Friends,  if  it  was  fo  when  only  Heathens  perilh- 
ed  ;  Heathens,  who  had  no  Knowledge  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  who  polluted  the  whole  Earth  with  theirldo- 
latries,  what  fhall  we  fay  in  ourDays,when  fuch  a  Light 
has  been  diffufed  among  all  civilized  Nations,  that  they 
worfhip  the  Creator  of  the  Earth,  and  his  Name  is  a 
Holinefs  among  them  ?  We  are  all  Children  of  the  one 
living  God.    They,  who  declare  themfelves  our  Ene- 
mies, are  equally  the  Works  of  his  Hands,  and  love  and 
fear  him  ;  and  we  Ihould  love  them,  were  they  not  fe- 
duced  by  perverfe  Paffions,  to  difturb  the  Tranquility  of 
our  dear  Sovereign.    Can  we  then  fhout,  and  give  our- 
felves  up  to  the  frantic  Excefles  of  a  fenfual  Joy,  at  the 
Deftruaion  of  the  Works  of  God's  Hands  ! 

It  may  be  obje&ed  :  It  is  not  from  the  Defeat  of  the 
Enemy,  that  our  Joy  arifes.  God  forbid  that  we  fhould 
be  pleafed  with  Slaughter,  or  that  our  Eyes  fhould  take 
a  Delight  in  viewing  the  Streams  of  human  Blood  ; 
which,  to  the  Difgrace  of  Mankind,  are  inceflantly  flow- 
ing. But  Truth  and  Juftice  bear  Witnefs  againft  our 
Enemies,  as  it  is  manifeft  that  our  mild  Sovereign  is  per* 
feaiy  innocent  of  thefe  vaft  EfTufions  of  Blood;  and 
that  it  is  only  abfolute  NeceiTity,  derived  from  perfidi- 
ous Machinations,that  he  has  drawn  that  vi&oriousSword, 
which  otherwife,  though  pofTefled,  in  fuch  Pre-eminence, 
of  all  military  Qualities,  he  would  have  wilhed  might 

have 
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have  retted  in  Peace.  Shall  we  not  rejoice,  that  Jufiice 
triumphs  ;  that  the  Sagacity  of  our  King,  baffles  the  De- 
vices of  the  Enemy  ;  that  his  Heroifm,  and  the  Intrepi- 
dity of  our  Countrymen,  will  fliine  in  Hiftory,  and  be 
the  Admiration  of  lateft  Pofterity  ? 

I  anfwer  :  If  your  Joy  fprings  from  fo  pure  aSource, 
fee  that  it  be  not  only  blamelefs,  but  commendable,  and 
pleafmg  to  God  :  But,  my  beloved  Brethren,  forget  not 
alfo,  that  the  primary  Caufe  of  our  Delivarance  is  to  be 
fought  for  in  fomething  higher  than  the  Prudence  of 
Man  ;  than  worldly  Experience  in  War,  or  habitual  Va- 
lour. Behold,  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord  are  on  them  who 
fear  him,  who  hope  on  his  Goodnefs  ;  that  he  may  deli- 
ver their  Soul.  Acknowledge  the  Hand  of  the  gracious 
Preferver  of  the  Earth  !  He  it  was  who  fuggefted  to  our 
Deliverer  fuch  Plans  as  all  Hiftory  cannot  parallel ! 
He  it  was  who  armed,  with  Intripidity,  the  Breatts  of 
your  Countrymen  ;  who  enabled  them  to  perform,  un- 
der the  Conduct  of  our  incomparable  Sovereign,  Ex- 
ploits which  future  Ages  muft  neceflarily  look  upon  as 
Adventurers  x>f  the  fabulous  Ages  !  You  have  feen  Won- 
ders and  fupernatural  Things,  of  which,  antiently,  your 
Anceftors  alone  could  boaft.  Lay  them  to  Heart  with 
a  proper  Intenfenefs,  and  your  Souls  will  be  abforbed 
in  Devotion  and  placid  Contemplation  ;  in  Solaces  infi- 
nitely fweeter,  than  all  Mirth  and  Diverfion  ;  which,, 
however  they  facinate  the  Senfes,never  reach  the  Soul ; 
'  Imitate  the  glorious  Victor  !  the  wise  Mo- 
narch !  whom  the  Lord  hath  chofen  as  the  Inftrument 
of  Prodigies  I  However  Self-love  may  dazzle  the  Eyes 
of  the  Bulk  of  Mankind,  none  of  the  Vi&ories  which  he 
has  obtained  over  hisPerfecutors,  does  he  afcribe  to  him- 
felf.  All  the  Honour  he  refers  folely  to  the  Lord  ; 
who  blelTes  his  Arms,  enlightens  his  Underfhnding,  and 
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ftrengthens  his  Heart.  No  fooner  had  the  flying  Enemy 
left  him  the  Victory  and  the  Field  of  Battle,  than  joint* 
ly,  with  his  whole  triumphantAf my,  he  returns  Thanks 
to  the  Giver  of  all  Good.  I  fee  him  !  I  fee  the  auguft 
Warriour  in  the  Pr efence  of  his"  Troops,  lift  up  his 
wearied  Hands  to  Heaven  :  "  Lord  !  my  Creator  !" 
cries  he,  "  Thou  knoweft  how  innocent  I  am,  of  all  the 
!(  Blood  Ihed  this  Day.  Such  was  thy  Will,  Father. 
"  Now,  my  loyal  Felldw  Soldiers,  thank  him  with 
ft  Heart  and  Mouth  ;  for  he  it  is  who  has  deliver'd  us." 

Thefe  Words  fufpend  the  Pangs  of  Death.  The  ex- 
piring Soldiers  make  a  lad  Effort  to  raife  themfelves  ; 
and  with  broken  Accents,  join  the  Hymn,  which  was 
fung  with  Extacy  by  the  whole  Army,  whilft  Tears 
dropped  from  the  Eyes  of  the  Royal  Hero.  The  Lord 
counteth  tbofe  T ?ars,  and  accepts  of  them  as  WitneiTes 
againft  the  Unrighteous,  who  would  load  the  King  with 
the  Guilt  of  all  this  Carnage  :  Therefore  Jhall  his  Ene* 
mies  be  turned  back  /  and  when  he  calls,  he  Jhall  find 
that  the  Lord  is  his  Helper. 

There  may  be  (till  fome  Relicks  of  Doubt  on  your 
Minds,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Premifes.  If  what  the  Lord 
has  done  for  us,  fay  you,  be  a  fupernaturalA6t,  aMiracle  ; 
Where  to  ferve  all  the  military  Difpofitions,  the  Imple- 
ments of  War,  the  King's  Conduct,  and  the  Vigour  of 
the  Soldiery  ?  Could  not  an  Angel  have  gone  forth  from 
the  Lord,  and,  in  aNight,  have  fwept  away  all  the  Forced 
of  the  Enemy  r*  With  the  Almighty  there  is  no  Impof- 
fibility  ;  nay,  Inftances  of  luch  Miracles  are  not  want- 
ing in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

My  beloved  Friends,  favour  -me  with  your  Attention, 
whilft  I  read  and  comment  on  aPaifage  in  the  Sacred 
Book  of  the  Law,  which  will  remove  all  our  Doubts. 

We  read  in  the  Firft  Book  of  the  Law,  Chap.  xiv. 
Audit  came  to  pafs  in  the  T>aysof  Amraphel,  King  of 
B  Shinar ; 
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Shinar  ;  Arioch,  King  of  Ellafar ;  Chedoilaomer  King 
of  Ehm  ;  and  Tidal,  King  of  the  Nations  ;  that  tfeey 
made  J^ar  with  3en.,King  of  Sodom  ;  with  Birfha,  King 
of  Gomorrah  ;  witbShimb,  King  of  Admaii ;  withSheme* 
ber,  King  of  Zeboim  ;  and  with  the  King  of  Bela,  now 
Zozr  ;  And  all  thefe  came  together  in  the  Vale  of  S\dd\w.3 
where  now  is  theSalt  Sea.  Twelve  years  they  had  been 
under  Chedorlaomer,  but  in  the  Thirteenth  they  revol- 
ted ;  Therefore,  in  the  fourteenth  Tear,  came  Chedor- 
laomer, and  the  Kings  that  were  with  him  ;  and  at 
Afhteroth  Karriaim,  defeated  the  Rephaims,  (or  the  Gi- 
ants) and  in  Ham,  the  Sufims,  ( or  the  Valiant)  and  in 
Kiriathaim-Plain,  the  Emims,  {or  the  Formidable)  and  the 
Horites,  in  theirMount  St\v,to  thePlain  fl/Taram,  which 
joins  to  the  Wildernefs.  Afterwards  they  turned  and 
came  to  the  Spring  of  the  Juft,  which  is  Kadeth  ;  and 
over-ran  the  whole  Country  of  the  Amalekites,  and  like- 
wife  of  the  Amorites, -who  inhabited  in  Hazezon-Tamar. 
Then  went  out  the  Ki?igofSodoti\,  and  the  King  of  Go- 
morrah., the  King  of  Admah,  ths  King  o/Zeboiim,  and 
the  King  of  Bela  ;  and  in  theVale  ^Siddim  joined  Bat- 
tle with  Chedorlaomer,  the  King  of  Elam  ;  Tidal,  the 
King  of  Nations  ;  Amraphel,  the  King  of  Shinar  ;  and 
Arioch,  King  of 'Ellafar  ;  four  Kings  with  five.  And  in 
the  Vale  0/Siddim  were  many  Bitumen-Pits  ;  and  the 
Kings  of  Soddom  and  Gomorrah  turned  their  Backs  and 
felt  therein,  and  the  Remainder  fled  to  the  Mountains  : 
And  they  took  all  the  Goods  and  Provifions  of  Soddom 
and  Gomorrah,  and  went  away  ;  carrying  with  them 
Lot,  Abraham' j-  Brother's  Son,  with  all  his  Effetlsjor 
he  lived  at  Soddom.  And  there  came  one  that  had  ef- 
caped,  and  told  Abram  the  Hebrew,  who  lived  near  the 
Plain  ofMzmre,the  Amorite, Brother  to  Efhcol  and  An- 
ner  ;  and  theffr  were  in  Alliance  with  Abram.  And 
when  Abram  heard  that  his  Brother  was  carried  away 
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Captive,  he  armed  his  Servants,  to  the  Number  of  three 
Hundred  and  Eighteen,  all  born  in  hjs  Houfe,  and  fol- 
lowed them  tozvards  Dan  ;  where,  having  divided  his 
Band,  he  fell  upon  them  in  the  Night,  routed  them,  and 
purfued  them  as  far  as  Hobab,  which  lies  on  the  left  of 
Damafcus.  He  recovered  all  the  Spoil  ;  alfo  his  Brother 
hot,  with  his  Effects,  the  Women  and  the  People.  In 
his  Return  from  the  Defeat  of  Chedorloamer,  and  tfre 
Kings  his  Confederates,  the  King  of  Sodom  went  out  to 
pieet  him  in  the  Field  called  the  Kings  Dale.  And 
Mel chifedek,  King  of  Salem,  brought  forth  Bread  and 
Wine  ;  and  he  was  a  Priefl  of  God  the  Moft  High. 
And  he  bleffed  him,  and  faid,  Bleffed  be  thou  Abram  of 
the  MoftHigh  God,ihe  Poffeffor  of  Heaven  and  Earth : 
And  praifed  be  theMoft  High  God,who  hath  delivered 
thine  Enemies  into  -thine  Hands  ;  and  Abram  gave  to 
him  Tythes  of  every  Thing.  Then  faid  the  King  of 
Sodom  to  Abram,  Reft  ore  the  People  to  me,  and  keep  the 
Spoil  to  thyfelf  And  Abram  anfiuered  the  King  of  So- 
dom, /  have  lifted  up  mine  Hand  to  the  Lord  the  Moft 
High  God,  the  Poffeffor  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  that  of 
whatever  is  thine,  I  will  not  keep  fo  much  as  a  Thread 
or  Shoe-Latchet,  that  thou  never  Jhalt  fay  thou  haft  en- 
riched Abram. 

This  Paflage  you  obferve,  my  Beloved  Brethren,bears 
a  great  Refemblance  to  the  happy  Occafion  of  thisDay's 
Solemnity.  In  the  mere  Nature  of  Things,  it  was  im- 
poiTible  that  our  Father  Abraham,  who  at  that  Time 
was  (till  called  Abram,  Jhould,with  fuch  a  Handful  of 
Men,  defeat  the  Combined  Forces  of  four  potent  Mo- 
narchs.  It  is  not  without  Reafon,  that  the  Scripture 
previoufly  acquaints  us  of  the  Atchievements  of  thefe 
Kings.  At  Afhteroth  Karnaim,  they  had  fmote  the 
Giants  ;  at  Ham,  the  Valiant,  (Sufim,  the  Word  in  the 
Text,  imports  Invincible f  ox  whom  none  could  face) 
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and  at  Kirlathahn,  the  Formidable.  Other  Nations  hud 
alfo  felt  the  Force  of  their  Arms.  The  Horites,  Ama- 
lekites,  and  Amorites,  fubmitted  to  them.  At  length 
five  Kings  entered  into  a  Confederacy  againft  thefe  four 
fuperb  Ravagers,  and  encountered  them  in  the  Vale  of 
Siddim  ;  but  they  were  totally  routed  with  great  Slaugh- 
ter, and  what  efcaped  the  Sword  was  difperfed. 

Thefe  SucceflTes  muft  naturally  have  filled  all  Parts 
with  Consternation.  Oppofuion  to  fuch  Power,  kemed 
Temerity  ;  that,  in  the  Eye  of  human  Prudence,  nothing 
was  left  but  to  make  the  beft  Terms  for  bowing  the 
Neck  to  their  Yoke. 

Not  fo  the  great  Proto-Patriarch.  He,  with  a  few 
Men  raifed  in  his  own  Family  ventures  on  a  War  with 
thefe  redoubted  Conquerors.  He  was  not  ignorant  what 
Sort  of  Enemies  he  had  to  deal  with.  He  well  knew  of 
what  little  Account  ajuft  Caufeand  virtuous  Views  are 
with  the  Infolence  of  Superiority  ;  yet,  fearlefs  of  the 
Pangers  which  naturally  threatened  his  Enterprize,  he 
declares  for  the  Caufe  of  Righteoufnefs  and  Generofity. 
He  arms  his  Servants,  three  Hundred  and  Eighteen, 
born  within  his  Houfe. 

It  is  not  improbable  that,  by  proper  Overtures,  he 
might  nave  incrrafed  his  Body  with  the  Remains  of  the 
defeated  Armies  ;  but  he  chufes  rather  to  take  the  Field 
pnly  with  a  fmall  Number  of  his  Servants,  on  whofe 
Fidelity  he  could  rely,  ^hey  had  been  born  in  his  Fa- 
mily, and  grown  up  under  his  Eye.  They  had  been 
"Witnefles  of  his  irreproachable  Life,  and  felt  the  Ben- 
efits of  his  Virtues.  They  loved  him  as  their  Father, 
and  he  them  as  his  Children.  They  were  ready,  when 
headed  by  him,  to  face  any  Danger;  and  to  rufh  pn 
Death,  when  Love  and  Duty  require  fuch  a  Proof. 

Their  Leader,  on  his  Part,  is  not  wantiag  in  Strata- 
gems i  and,  in  order  to  furpri?e  the  fecureEnemy  on  two 
?  Sides 
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Sides,  he  in  theNight  divides  his  fmallBand.  TheRefuIt 
is,  that  with  three  Hundred  and  Eighteen  Men,  he  de- 
feats thofe  four  King's  ;  who,  till  then,  had  borne  down 
all  Refiftance ;  and  whom  a  Series  of  Vi&ories  and  Con- 
quefts  had  rendered  the  Terror  of  the  neighbouring 
Nations. 

Now  to  whom  will  Abram  attribute  this  fignal  Victo- 
ry ?  Will  he  magnify  his  own  Conduct  ?  Will  he  glory 
in  the  Valour  of  his  Domefticks,  as  invincible  ?  Will  he 
grow  proud  in  his  Imaginations,  and  forget  that  Events 
are  in  the  Hand  of  Grod  ;  and  that  it  is  he  who  gives  to 
the  Weak,  Strength  andCourage  P  Far  otherwife.  Pleafe 
to  mind  the  Sequel  :  He  is  met  by  ^lelchifedeky  the 
Prieft  of  God,  on  his  Return  from  the  Victory,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  Train  of  Captives,  Spoils  and  Trophies ;  the 
avenged  Kings  alfo  haftening  towards  him,  to  thank  him 
as  their  Deliverer  ;  Circumftanees*  extremely  flattering  tp 
human  Vanity.  Amidft  this  Pomp  of  War,  the  Prieft 
addrcfTes  himfelf  to  the  Vi&or  ;  and  bleiTing  him  fays, 
Abram,  blejjbd  be  thou  of  the  Moft  High  God,  the 
PoJJeJfor  of  Heaven  and  Earth  ;  that  is,  who  fupremely 
orders  all  Things  in  Heaven  and  Earrh,  as  hisProperty  : 
•And  blejfed  beGod  the  Moft  High,  who  hath  delivered 
thine  Enemies  into  thine  Hands. 

Here's  not  a  Word  of  Abramh  Courage  and  mafterly 
pifpofaions.  He  does  not  expatiate  on  the  Zeal  and 
Bravery  of  his  Men.  He  praifes  God  alone,  who  had 
made  Abram  an  Inftrument  for  performing  Wonders,  and 
had  delivered  hisEnemies  into  his  Hands.  Abram  thanks 
the  Prieft  of  the  Moft  High  God  \  acknowledges  all  the 
Praife  and  Honour  to  belong  only  to  God ;  and>  inToken 
of  his  Gratitude,  delivers  to  the  Prieft  Tythes  of  all. 

In  Reality,  hadAbrdm  not  placed  his  wholeConfidence 
in  God  ;  had  he  not  been  penetrated,  with  a  lively  Per- 
juafion,that  the  Lord  never  forfakes  thofe  who  ftedfaftly 
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y^i  his  Loving- Kindnefs,  there  would  have. been  more 
of  Raflinefs  and  Prefumption  in  his  Expedition,  than  of 
realMagnanimity  i  But  he  believed  in  God  and  it  was  ac- 
counted to  him  for  Righteoufnefs.  He  relied  onGod,  as 
to  him  were  known  the  Jurtice  of  his  Caufe  and  the  Pu- 
rity and  Difintereftednefs  of  his  Views ;  and  this  theKing 
of  Sodom  experienced.  /  have  lift  up  my  Hand  to  the 
Lord,  or  folemnly  fworn,  that  of  all  that  is  thine  I  will 
not  take  a  Thread,  or  a  Shoe-Latchet. 

Abram  however,  clearly  fawAhat  Providence  does  not 
require  an  inactive,  liftlefs  Reliance.  It  is  the  declared 
Will  of  our  Creator,  that  we  fhould  exert  that  Strength 
and  Capacity  which  he  has  beftowed  on  us.  If  everGod 
alters  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  it  is  for  very  great  and  ex- 
alted Ends.  It  is  a  Saying  of  our  Rabbies,  He  does  as 
few  Miracles  as  pojftble.  Accordingly  Abram  omitted 
nothing  of  what  his  Experience,  Prudence  and  Courage, 
di&ated  to  him.  He  left  the  Nature  of  Things  to  ope- 
rate in  its  full  Extent ;  placing,  as  to  the  Ifllie,  all  his 
Truft  in  Providence,  and  the  all  fufficient  Favour  of 
his  Creator. 

The  Lord  blened  his  Proceedings,  and,  by  a  Miracle, 
performed  in  his  Behalf,  what  was  beyond  any  natural 
Power,  any  Worldly  Prudence,  fupported  by  any  hu- 
man Intrepidity. 

Will  it  be  neceflary,  dear  and  devout  Brethren,  to 
make  any  Application  of  the  foregoing  ReflecYions,to  the 
glorious  Tranfa£tions  of  our  Days.  The  fame  living  God, 
who  in  fo  wonderful  a  Manner  fuccoured  our  Father 
Abraham,  alfo  now  afhfts  our  King.  The  Lord  is  un- 
changeable in  his  Ways.  The  Powers  which  he  has 
implanted  in  Nature,  are  at  prefent  no  lefs  finite  and  li- 
mitted,  than  in  Ages  paft ;  but  he  upholds  it  by  his 
Bounty,  unlefs  moved  by  fome  more  fublime  and  tranf- 
cendent  View,  and  never  breaks  in  upon  its  determined 
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Caurfe,  He  doth  not  defpife, neither  holdeth  he  inScorri 
the  Mifery  of  the  Poor  ;  and  when  he  cries  unto  him, 
he  hears  him  s  But  he  alfo  will  not  multiply  Miracles  un- 
neceflarily.  We  are  to  be  doing,  and  make  the  beft  Ufe 
ppfflbie  of  the  Talents  with  which  he  has  furnifhed  us. 
Do  you  now  wonder  that  zWEurope  mould  be  filled  with 
Admiration,  at  the  Wifdom  andMagnanimity  of  our  great 
King,  and  the  Valour  of  our  Countrymen ;  though,  by 
every  reflecting  Perfon,  the  happy  IfTue  is  accounted  a 
Miracle  ?  Can  it  feem  ftrange  to  any  one,  that  our  ad- 
mirable Hero  conducts  every  Thing  with  the  greater!: 
Circumfpe&ion  andPrudence,  and  lets  nothing  efcape  him 
which  may  forward  the  SucCefs  of  his  Views  ;  yet 
fhotlld  refer  to  God  alone,  all  the  Honour  of  the  Prof* 
perky  of  his  Armies  ? 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  extol  his  Name,  make 
known  his  Deeds  among  the  Nations.  Te  the  Seed  of 
Abraham  his  Chofen  fing  unto  him,  atid  prafe  him,  and 
proclaim  the  Wonders  which  he  hath  wrought.  He  is 
the  Lord  our  God  !  ■  Pfal.  cv. 

Let  us  now,  dearly  beloved  Brethren,  with  Fervour 
and  Devotion,  bow  before  him  ;  and,  from  the  Bottom 
of  our  Hearts,  call  upon  him.  The  Lord  doth  not 
defpife  you,  and  cafts  not  away  his  Covenant  with  you  ; 
for  he  is  your  God. 

Lord  of  Hofts,  God  of  Sabbath  !  thou  haft  glorified 
thy  Servant  Frederick,  and,  for  his  Sake,  haft 
thou  done  mighty  Things.  Continue  to  give  him 
his  hearfsDefire.  O  grant  that  the  Sword  ofDe- 
ftruclion  may  be  fheathed  ;  and fay  to  the  Angel  of 
Death,  Hold  thy  Hand.  May  theShepherds  of  thy 
People,  the  Princes  of  the  Earth,  live  before  thee 
in  Peace  and  Tranquility  :  And  may  Truth  and 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Lord  fill  the  Earth,  as  the 
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Waters  cover  theSea.'  Blefs  the  Family  of  thySer- 
vantFREDERicK,'  that  it  may  continue  forever  be- 
fore thee  ;  for  what  thou  blejfejl,  Lord,  is  blejfed 
forever.  Help  thy  People,  the  Remains  of  thy 
Ifrael  ;  and,  in  our  Days,  may  the  Redeemer  come 
to  Zion.  Amen. 


FINIS. 


